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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 EA-06 10-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 

SP-02 SS-15 /074W 

033258 

R 131545Z JUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6690 
INFO USIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 

CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0786 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BC 

SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF BOTSWANA CLIMATE TOWARDS U.S. - 
FAIR AND MODERATE 

REF: USIA 10677 CIRCULAR 

USIA FOR IAA AND IOR 

1. THE IMAGE OF U.S. STRENGTH CARRIED IN THE LIMITED BOTSWANA 
MEDIA IS OF A POWERFUL NATION WHICH HAS SO FAR BEEN HELPFUL TO 
BOTSWANA INTERNALLY BUT LESS THAN FULLY RESPONSIVE TO BOTSWANA'S 
PERCEPTIONS OF ACTIONS NEEDED IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. THERE IS 
CONTINED RESPECT FOR THE U.S., ITS IDEALS, POWER AND INFLUENCE 
WORLDWIDE. 

2. DEFENSE COMMITMENTS AND EAST- WEST DETENTE ARE NOT ISSUES 
OF GREAT CONCERN HERE, EXCEPT AS IN THE CASE OF RECENT NEWS 
STORIES OF SALES BY SOME NATO COUNTRIES TO SOUTH AFRICA WHEN 
THEY IMPINGE ON REGIONAL OR NATIONAL INTERESTS. 

3. ANY REAPPRAISAL OF POLICY HERE HAS NOT BEEN A RESULT OF 
"CHANGING PERCEPTIONS OF THE U.S. AFTER INDOCHINA ", BUT RATHER 
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A RESULT OF CHANGING CONDITIONS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND THE 
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ALTERED PERCEPTIONS OF BOTSWAN'S ROLE IN RESPONSE TO THE NEW 
SITUATION. BOTSWANA SEES ITSELF AS PLAYING AN IMPORTANT PART 
IN THE ''DECOLONIZING" AND ELIMINATING RACIAL OPPRESSION IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, ALONG WITH OTHER AFRICAN NATIONS, WHICH ARE 
ACTIVLY NON-ALIGNED OR EVEN ANTI-U.S. IN CASE OF INDOCHINA UN 
ACTIONS. GIVEN BOTSWANA RESPECT FOR U.S. STRENGTH AND HELP, 

ITS UN POSTURE ON INDOCHINA HAS PLACED THE GOVERNMENT IN A 
SOMEWHAT TICKLISH SITUATION. BOTSWANA'S POST- VIETNAM RESPONSE 
SO FAR HAS BEEN TO DOWNPLAY INDOCHINA IN THE MEDIA, WHILE 
MOVING SLIGHTLY CLOSER TO MID-ROAD OAU AND NON-ALIGNED POSITIONS 
ON OTHER INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS. 

4. IN SUMMARY, BOTSWAN'S ATTITUDES TOWARD THE UNITED STATES 
HAVE NOT BEEN AFFECTED DIRECTLY BY THE INDOCHINA SITUATION. 

BOLEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, FOREIGN RELATIONS, POLICIES, DETENTE, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 JUN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975GABORO00786 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750207-0001 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750649/aaaabsjk.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 USIA 10677 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 APR 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <30 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASSESSMENT OF BOTSWANA CLIMATE TOWARDS U.S. - FAIR AND MODERATE 
TAGS: PFOR, BC, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



